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after a futile 
search for a 
comfortable 
cruiser that 

could easily be 
converted into 

a racer, this 
owner turned 

to rogers 
yacht design 
and carbon 

ocean yachts 
to help him 
realise his 

dream

words: 
Andrew Blatter
photography: 
Billy Black



a E g i r

<#l#>  www.boatinternational.com0123456789 www.boatinternational.com  <#r#> 0123456789

You are first 
taken by the 
beautiful 
simplicity of 
the silver 
hull and rig, 
enhanced by 
the sanded 
teak deck 
with silver 
caulking

‘I’ve spent many years sailing aboard high-profile 
superyachts – including cutting-edge race boats, traditional 
and modern classics and stylish cruisers – but the feelings I experienced 

sailing aboard Aegir were most definitely unique.’ comments Brian 

Benjamin, the man behind this inspirational concept, a successful 

British entrepreneur, who wished to combine a cutting-edge race boat 

with a stylish cruiser. With this in mind, he commissioned Carbon 

Ocean Yachts in Rhode Island, USA, to build a stylish Carbon Ocean 25 

metre cruising yacht that would be suitable for transoceanic passages as 

well as relaxing cruising. Further to which – with just a few days work 

– he wanted to be able to transform the cruiser into a highly competitive 

racer, speedy enough to take part at any of the international regattas.

With interior design and naval architecture by UK-based Rogers Yacht 

Design, the yacht was two years in build, and launched last December 

in freezing temperatures in New England. The crew saw a foot of snow 

on deck as they docked in Virginia during their 1,680 mile passage 

south to the Caribbean. They arrived in the British Virgin Islands three 

days ahead of the owner’s daughter and her husband arriving for their 

honeymoon, giving them a truly memorable experience of cruising in 

the Caribbean.

On approaching the yacht, you are first taken by the beautiful 

simplicity of the silver hull and rig, enhanced by the sanded teak deck 

with silver caulking. With the sail halyards and lines running below 

deck, feeding directly into the four winches – two of which are hidden 

away under easy-access flush deck lockers – there is a really clean feel 

to the deck.

With downwind sail 
areas of 845 m2 for 
racing and 650m2 in 
cruising mode, Aegir is 
ready to take on the 
international regattas 
this summer
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The yacht is geared up for easy conversion from cruising to racing. In 

cruising mode, a Hall Spars carbon rig with a large boom is used, with 

Sanders sails and a Reckman furler. The cockpit features a varnished 

table that can be extended for alfresco dining. In racing mode the table 

can be removed and the sails exchanged for North Sails, a lighter boom 

and a slim bowsprit. 

The two carbon helms are positioned both to port and starboard, from 

which the helmsman has easy access to all navigation instruments and 

hydraulic controls; and, as I experienced myself, one can happily be 

helming as the sole person on deck, in full control of the yacht. There is 

also easy access to hydraulic dump buttons for the vang in case of an 

emergency. The helmsman also enjoys the benefit of foot chocks below 

each helmstation to provide personal stability when heeled over; and for 

crew safety, there are Spectra lifelines running right around the yacht.  

Back at the stern there is fully open deck access to the lazarette via 

hydraulic ‘Bombay doors’ through which the tender – a 3.25 metre 

Williams that can achieve speeds of 47 knots – can be hoisted in just 

four minutes. The extensive lazarette provides good general storage, 

including housing two mountain bikes. The bathing platform gives easy 

access to and from the tender.

Below deck, guests first enter the comfortable saloon area, by East 

Coast Interiors, that features attractive panelling, floorboards and 

furniture. The saloon has plenty of natural light that streams in through 

large skylights, and a flexible saloon table that can be expanded to seat 

more guests, or minimised to make a coffee table. The flatscreen 

television can be concealed inside a cabinet or raised and rotated 

electronically to provide easy viewing for guests on the sofa. The saloon 

also houses the Spectra watermaker, which produces 70 litres of fresh 

water per hour. 

The galley is situated starboard and aft of the main saloon, with easy 

The cockpit 
features a 
varnished 
table that 
can be 
extended for 
alfresco 
dining. In 
racing mode 
the table can 
be removed

A useful feature 
in the saloon is a 
cabinet to store 

waterproof clothing, 
easily accessible by 
crew and featuring 

a drain to siphon off 
excess water

Aegir’s interior is 
modern, light and 
uncluttered and 
skylights provide plenty 
of natural light
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access for guests or crew, and while not being the largest galley, it is 

certainly well designed, incorporating all the necessities. Just forward of 

the galley is the captain’s desk alongside a well-organised electronics 

locker incorporating a large range of items including charting systems, 

cells for measuring loads and monitoring systems.

Moving forward from the main saloon, a passageway provides access 

to the two double guest cabins. The builders inserted one inch rubber 

soundproofing into all the panels, which gives guests a feeling of 

privacy in their cabins. Forward of the saloon is the main double cabin, 

with Solamar blinds on the hatches and useful storage cupboards plus 

an en suite. The flatscreen television, concealed in a cabinet, can be 

rotated to provide easy viewing, either for those in bed or those seated 

on the sofa in the passageway. The master cabin offers the flexibility to 

remove the two large partitions either side of the door, expanding the 

suite by incorporating the entrance passageway. This is useful for when 

the yacht has a smaller number of guests aboard: the base of the sofa 

running along the starboard side of the yacht can be extended to make 

it part of the newly enlarged cabin.

Up in the bow is the second double cabin, with en suite, flatscreen 

and decorated in the same tones as the master. This suite also has a 

large deck hatch, which has an attachable sail bag for use when 

downloading the staysail in a race.   

Aft is another twin cabin and a crew cabin sleeping three, from which 

there is easy access to both the engine room and the lazarette. The 

engine room has removable side panels, allowing crew good access to 

all the equipment.

For a 25 metre yacht weighing just 34 tonnes, with 13 tonnes loaded 

into the lead bulb at the base of her keel, it comes as little surprise to 

feel her sailing so well. She is overseen by experienced captain Shreda 

Duke, who has more than 200,000 nautical miles under his belt.   

Aegir is a beautiful, modern cruising yacht that can be transformed 

into a serious racer (by losing an amazing eight tonnes in just a few 

days). On a personal note, while helming her in cruising mode, I cannot 

confirm highly enough the pure enjoyment factor that saw me with a 

fixed smile as we sailed at 16 knots in just 18 knots 

of breeze!  

aEgir Carbon Ocean Yachts

LOA 25.1m
LWL 22.75m
Beam 5.75m
Draught 4.5m
Displacement 34 /40 
tonnes (racing/cruising
Engines
Yanmar 4BY2 180hp

Speed (max/cruise, 
under power)
11 knots/ 10 knots
Range at 10 knots
500nm
Bowthruster 
Lewmar 30hp (retractable) 
Generators 
Onan 23kw

Fuel capacity
1,200 litres
Sailmaker
North Sails(racing) and 
Sanders Sails (cruising)

Rigging Carbon EC6
Spars
Hall Spars Carbon M40J

Freshwater capacity
1,200 litres

Owner and guests 6

Crew 3
Construction
Pre-preg carbon

Classification
RINA

Naval architect
Rogers Yacht Design 
www.rogersyachtdesign.
com
Exterior styling
Rogers Yacht Design

Interior design
Rogers Yacht Design

Tender
williams 3.25 jet tender

Builder/year 
Carbon Ocean Yachts/ 2010
Rhode Island, USA. 
tel: +41 401 694 0808 
web: www.
carbonoceanyachts.com

Bulkheads disguise the 
strong, weight-saving 
nomex-aluminium 
honeycomb used to 
withstand the loads of 
the grand prix rig and 
the 4.6m keel




